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October 5, 2017

TO: THE CONGREGATIONS AND CLERGY OF OHIO CONFERENCE
RE: SALE OF Pilgrim Hills
Dear partners in ministry,
In recent months several actions have taken place related to the sale of Pilgrim Hills camp. The Board of
Directors informed the Conference previously that a Sales Team was established to carry out that
responsibility.
The Sales Team believed the best option would be to offer the property for auction.
It was intended that once the auction was scheduled, the entire Conference would be made aware of
the auction dates and provided with information for anyone to participate in the auction proceedings.
Before a contract was in place with the selected auctioneer, a cash offer from another real estate firm
was presented. The Sales Team now had two options – one to proceed with an auction, the other to
respond to the cash offer. Each approach presented a different set of conditions and possibilities.
The Board of Directors met following the Annual Gathering on September 16, and was informed of the
potential cash purchase. The Board authorized the Sales Team to accept a cash offer which met the
conditions and standards the Sales Team required.
Counter offers were entertained before a contract was accepted.
On October 5, 2017, the Sales Team completed the agreement for the sale of Pilgrim Hills in its
entirety, for the purchase price of $2.5 million.
The sales agreement allows the Conference to retain the right of possession until December 30, 2017.
The purchaser has the right to hunting privileges upon the closing of the purchase which is anticipated
to be in late November, with the understanding that hunting will not take place when scheduled groups
are on the property.
Many pieces of equipment, furnishings and features of Pilgrim Hills will be moved to Templed Hills prior
to the new owner’s possession of the property.
The Board of Directors and the Sales Team are very pleased that the Conference has benefitted from a
purchase price which exceeds the appraised value of the property by nearly $800,000, especially since
there could be no guarantee that auction would produce total sales proceeds to match the cash offer.

Information regarding the management of the sales proceeds has been announced previously and is
available on the Conference website.
A Celebration and Farewell event at Pilgrim Hills will take place on October 7. At that time, Pilgrim Hills
will be decommissioned as a ministry site for the Ohio Conference.
Your prayers are sought for the comfort of those who grieve this difficult decision, and for support of the
Board and others who have conscientiously carried out duty with careful attention to the best interests
of all parties.
Sincerely,
Cathy Green, moderator of Ohio Conference and chair of the Board of Directors
John Gantt, Interim Conference Minister

